
 Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 October, 2013

Between 7.30pm and 8.55pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
Val Corbett – Vice Chair 
Sarah Robson

Gary Satchwell      Cheryl Austin
Steven Farrell

 

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk
David Coulter
Kerry Oliver
Phil Lynn

Joan Thompson, Brian Milne, Rose Milne, Corinne Knight, 
Harry Scott, Philip Murray, Jack Thompson, Mick Maughan, Olga Hall, 
Peter Tully, Alison Snaith, Howard Snaith, Regis Le Courtier, Phil Lynn, 
Meagan Davenport, William Davenport, Anne Davenport, Kevin Fairclough, 
Amanda Fairclough, Angie Robson, plus five parishioners

1. Apologies for absence
There were apologies from J. Hartshorne 

2. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting
The minutes of the previous meetings, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

3. Matters arising
a) item 3a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Vice-Chair provided details of the meeting with Cllr 
Riddle and Stefan Bell (NCC). There was concern over the number of speed cushions along the main road. It 
was explained that there were apparent County Council guidelines regarding speed cushions positioning and 
distancing. Mr Bell had advised that they needed to be approximately 100 metres apart however were only 75mm 
high. The Vice-Chair advised there would be a consultation period and every property will receive details of the 
proposal from NCC. Also NCC will arrange an open meeting to discuss the ideas.

There was support for traffic calming being needed to slow vehicles as well as making it safer for pedestrians and 
children waiting for school bus.

There was a suggestion that perhaps the school bus could pick up and drop children from the Working Men’s 
Club car park.   

b) item 3b: EDF Compensation payment: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.   

c) item 3c: RTC Sports Centre funding / future Trustees: It was reported that the £50,000 lottery funding was still 
ongoing.  Using some of the EDF compensation funds repairs had been made to ensure hot water and heating 
were available again. An under 11’s football team has been established and had made a very promising start. It 
was hoped that a men’s team could be re-established. Whilst volunteers for trustees and general help were still 
required specific mention was made that the RTC were looking for volunteers with marketing skills. 

d) item 3e: Children’s Play Area – development and funding: The Clerk provided details of the equipment that could be 
installed for the current £8,000 funding available. A further funding application is being made that could, if 
successful, increase this by £10,000 and open up other options. It was hoped that a decision on this new funding 
would be known around Christmas and new equipment installed in time for next summer.

e) item 6a: Rochester stone seat: Cllr Farrell reported Rochester & Byrness Parish Council had agreed the stone seat 
could be moved from current position. Additionally he reported that he had permission from the family that 
owned the seat that it could be moved. As yet the costing for repairs to the seat and moving it had not yet been 
determined however Cllr Farrell advised there would be no cost to the Parish Council. 

There was discussion as to where it could be moved to. The Millennium Green had previously been mentioned 
and received support from a recent survey. Cllr Austin asked that if the seat commemorated the battle of 
Otterburn is the Millennium Green the appropriate place and perhaps Percy Cross would be better. Mr Snaith 
advised the location of the battle was not at the Percy Cross and is unknown.
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It was agreed the question of the location of the seat should be asked in the next Community Newsletter that is 
due to be distributed early December before any action is taken.  

f) item 6d: Quote for new notice board on Memorial Hall: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.

g) item 6g: Usage and storage of ride-on mower: It was reported that the Memorial Hall had secure storage that the ride-
on mower could be moved to. The Clerk confirmed a question from Mr Scott that the mower was covered by 
the Parish Council Insurance. 

A call was made for volunteers to help with the cutting of the grass in the Millennium Green and Children’s Play 
Area in 2014 and they should contact the Clerk.   

4. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for September, 2013: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Payment of Clerk’s PAYE: This was agreed.  

c) Payment of invoice for replacement part of boiler at RTC: The payment for £777.70 (inc VAT) was agreed.

d) Payment of invoice for C. Mowatt: The Clerk advised he had not as yet received an invoice. 

e) Payment received from Church for ride-on lawn mower: The Clerk advised he had received a cheque for £791.00 as half 
payment for the mower before VAT. 

f) Payment of printing for 2nd edition of Community Newsletter:  It was agreed to pay invoice for £118.46 (inc  VAT). The 
Clerk advised that funding for the Newsletter was expected very soon with £200 sponsorship from Avonline. 

g) Donation request from Great North Air Ambulance: It was agreed to make a £100.00 donation. 

A request for a donation was made for the Under 11s football team. It was agreed to make a donation of £100.

The Clerk advised that the Rede Festival had donated £50 towards the Play Area development.

5. Planning
a) 13/02772/FUL: Single storey conservatory and spandrel roof modification: Woodhill Otterburn: Ms Knight was invited to 
provide details about the planning application. Following discussion the application was agreed by the Cllrs.

b) 13/02809/VAYCO: Variation of condition 2 of 12/02796 (Construction of new detached dwelling and detached double  
garage): Land SE of Lantern Haugh, Otterburn: There were no objections to the application. However it was noted 
there had recently been an issue with the drainage on the plot and the Clerk was asked to raise this point.

6. New Business
a) Village Festival: It was reported that Wesley Turnbull after many years of taking a leading role had decided no 
longer to organise the annual Otterburn Festival. Thanks were expressed for all the hard work Mr Turnbull had 
done over the years. Cllr Austin stated that although the Festival wasn’t a Parish Council event, it was certainly a 
community event and the community needed to work together if it was to be run again. It was agreed that the 
RTC was a good venue for the festival when dry but questionable if wet. However it was noted that future 
festivals may not have as many vehicles or heavy plant attending that may cut up the ground. A provisional date 
of 12/13 July 2014 was agreed with the need for a community meeting to begin arrangements.

b) Millennium Green & St John’s Church access: The Vice Chair provided an update of the meeting held with the 
church on 29 September.  It was discussed and agreed by the church to return the stone gatepost to original spot 
(or slightly wider if not impacting on the BT covers). There would be fencing from the post to the stone wall of 
the Millennium Green. Additionally there would be a thicker fence post denoting the boundary and cobbles 
along the boundary line. Revd Dr Ramsaran agreed access for the Millennium Green could be via the church 
and the car park could be used any time the church did not require it.

It is anticipated that total costs of providing a vehicle access to the Millennium Green would be approximately 
£1,000. There was general agreement among those attending that this was not good use of the precept as there is 
agreed vehicle access via the church car park entrance.

There was discussion about hearses arriving at the church and parking along the road but it was agreed that this 
was a church matter and that they had previously made agreement with funeral operators regarding access.
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There were a couple of attendees who believed the Millennium Green should have its own pedestrian access 
rather than needing to go via the church access.

c) Otterburn Hall footpaths: The Vice Chair welcomed Mr & Mrs Davenport who were attending the meeting. 
Details of the modification order made by NCC were shared and it was advised 11 November was the deadline 
for comments / objections. 

There was discussion about the footpaths at the Otterburn Hall. Mrs Olga Hall stated she believed the footpaths 
should be opposed as the Davenport’s were promising to bring many jobs to the local community. This was 
endorsed by Ms Robson and Ms Knight who advised that the village should welcome the business and jobs the 
development would bring and as such should allow it to be private land with no footpaths.

In response a number of people stated that at least one of the existing footpaths across the land should be 
recognised given the many years that people had been walking there. Also it was reported that it is one of the 
few footpaths that was pram / push chair friendly and should continue to be accessible for the public. 
Additionally there were a number of comments questioning why the future of the footpaths and promise of jobs 
are being linked as they are two separate topics. 

It was noted that there would be a public meeting arranged by Mr & Mrs Davenport.

d) Willow Green – Brierley Gardens footpath: Details of the proposed footpath joining Willow Green and Brierley 
Gardens were shared. Mr Lynn advised he would shortly be creating the path on the left hand side of his 
property (as you look from Willow Green) to the Children’s Play Area. The Parish Council would then look to 
connect this to Brierley Gardens near the garages. 

e) Volunteer speedwatch in Otterburn: The Clerk provided details of this initiative. The application with details could 
be emailed to people interested in taking part. It was agreed this service run by a team of volunteers could 
complement the traffic calming proposals.

f) Woodland Trust – Tree pack: The Clerk advised that the application for the Woodland Trust tree pack had been 
successful. The trees and shrubs will help to attract wildlife. It was agreed that these trees would be ‘heeled-in’ 
pending a community meeting to discuss where they should go. There was concern for the need of maintenance 
of the Millennium Green going forward and it was agreed a team of volunteers would be needed to keep the area 
tidy. 

g) Community Newsletter: The Clerk advised that articles for the third edition of the newsletter were being invited 
and should be emailed to redevalleynews@gmail.com by 18 October.

h) Broadband in the parish: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.

7. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday 4 November, 2013 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  
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